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report on the Officers* School for Armored 
and Mechanized Forces in Poznan, miscellaneous military information and the 
tank training field at Biedrusko (N52-33y E16-57), Attached to the report 
is ai I sketch of the layout of the tank training field at 'Biedrusko and a 

sketch of the layout of the officers* school* 
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Qf^ ficTa* for th^ Mrmor^ and li»eh«ii»edForoe£ 

^ ^ » 


1b« Offlcwa* Scho<a for tho Anwrod and Maohaniaad Forcaa 
(Oficaraka Sakola Wojak Paacamaroh i ataehaniaoiiararoii) ia 
iHtiiatad on Wojaka P^iklago Straat, Poanaa-Oolanela. 


^ 

Xr'tX ■' i / 


2 . 


«diool la ««,«iaibla X>T taking a Mo. 9 atraatear to Ita t««lnua. 
In 1956 paraonnal at tha aehool totalad approxiniataly 2,500 
MU In tha folloalng catagorlaai^ 

a. Of an eatlMtad 1,000 nan aho ware firat-yaar racrulta, 

80 parcant attandad a conraa for noncomiaalon^l tank of- 
flcara. (kora podoficeraki), ahlla tha raaaindar ware uaad 

aa aarrica paraonnal. 
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b* About 200 men in the senior age groiq}, who had also been 
coneerlptedf formed the crews of the tazdcs used bgr the 
school* 

c* About 800 students of the three-year tank officers' 

course^ organised in three battalions^ idio were on regular 
amor service* 

d* The teaching staff, which was also coi^sed of regular 
amy personnel* 

e* About 300 officers, all of idiom were professional men 
without previous congmlsory service, idio were on three- 
month courses of combat and technical reserve training* 

f* An unspecified noaber of civilian employees, who were 
clerks and cooks* 

3* The following details coiuseming the T/O of the school com- 
mand are reported: 

a* C(»nnaBding officer of the school - colonel. 

b* Chief of staff (ssef sztab) - major. 

c* Deputy in charge of political affairs (sea. spraw politycznych) - 
major* 

d* Deputy for technical matters (sea* spraw technicznych) - 
major* 

e* Depu^ for physical training (sea. wysskolenla flsycsnego) - 
major* 
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f* Director of training (d^jrrektor naxik) - colonel, 
g* Coinnandera of three training battalions (dovodca bataljono 
naukowego) - Majors. 

h. Officer in charge of the tank battalion (dowodca bataljono 
czolgow) - major. 

i. Quartemaster branch officer (kaatermistrz) - captain. 

j. Of flew in charge of the T^cle repair cempangr (dowodca 
kompanji remontowej) - captain. 

U. ^e main equipment of the school consisted of 60 armored 

vehicles, including iiO T-5i| tanks, 10 IS (sic, JS) tanks and 
10 8^ am., 100 mm., and 1^2 am. self-propelled guns. 

The following were the main subjects of the i>olltical course 
for armored corps sergeants: 

a. The establishment of the Polish Army in the Second World 
War and its campaign Arom Lenlno to Berlin. 

b. Partisan forces during World War II. 


lexical subjects in politics^ 





d. Oecegrapfajr of Poland. 

e. Geographic position and features of Coamronist countries 
and global geograj^. 

f. The ideological basis of Uie Polish Amy and the ideological 
aspects of military organization. 
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g* Political aconoigr* 
h. Dialectical materialiam* 

6. In 1956 four hours a ve^ were devoted to political subjects 
in the nonc<»itiilssioned officers' course. Students ^o passed 
the political examination were given preference ev^n if they 
failed in other subjects. Moreover, soldiers who belonged 
neither to the Party nor to the Ihilon of Polish Youth (ZMP) 
were regarded as Inferior even if they distinguished them- 
selves in their studies. During Party meetings they were as- 
signed fatigue duty. 

7. A 6ZI detain attached to the school, although not subordinate to 
its coinnander, was responsible for the security surveillance 

of the students. He presumably recruited a nuniber of Informants 
idiose identity remained concealed from most of the students 


8 . 


and staff. 

In late 1956 a T-5U tank was demonstrated to the officers at 
the school. It had the following special features: 
a. There was no interior ^ectric lighting, and illumination 
was idioUy byi>hosphorus (sic, the reference is probably 
to luminous gaiige dials.) 


b. 


the guns of the 


T-5U had special aiming devices for ni^t firing. 


c. The dxdver could elevate his seat so that half of his 
body was outside the hull of the tank. 
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9* Ihe foUoHliig members of the staff of the school for officers 
of the armored and mechanised forces in Poznan are known: 
a. Colonel Flllpowlct (ftm) had tee coman^ officer 
of the school since 195 5 « 1 


Major Colon (ftm) had been chief of staff at the school 
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25X1 
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d* Ma,1or L«ak (ftm) had Inifa ,d 0 (mtsir conman for political 
affairs alnce 


■5^ 

5]d^had 


Lt> Colonel S jakulecloL^had be an the ( jbLrector of trainiag 




f feacl of ibo tootoaicai 

sactiona.j|8. Willi , as ,.t|if.^j^^ niBar, 


g* tactics 

at the sch ool^ had been the commander of its armored bat~ 
talion„ 8lTOt.,1^6. 
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h* Captain Zawadski (tm) had been the qtusurtermaater branch 
officer for the achool for a maaber of years. 


Mlecellaneona Military Infoination 

10. Tiank ananmition vaa stored In the Cytadela Fortress* idiich was 

located two and one-half or three klloaieters from the aforemen- 
2 

tioned school* 

11* A school for quartemaster branch officers was situated on the 
northern side of Qrunewaldska Street* Poznan* Its entrance 
was froB another street* Its conpound was about 200 neters 
long* and coaqprlsed several four-stoiy buildings. There were 
nilltazy police barracks* idilch had been foraerly oceiq>ied b7 
KEW (Internal Security Troops) units* opposite the school. 

12* The Poznan garrison coanand was situated on a street tdilch 

branched off to the north of Fredsr Street. It occupied several 
three-story buildings* one of idiieh was a prison* 

13* Antiaircraft artillery units were billeted In barracks In Poznan* 
Hi* A technical school for officers of the armored corps was located 
in Olsyeko* 

15* A military suiqply depot was on Poznanska Street* lih^oclaw (Breslau), 
where it occupied a site measuring 300 x 2^ meters* next to 
a civilian technical school* 
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16« A sehool for «aglne«r offiesra was aituatad about one frnfotnr 
north of tha Trartnicka Straat brldga in Ifroelav. Iiara vara 
eoctanalTB barracks on tha altaj ahara an armored unit was 
stationed* 

17 • The Ifroelav garrisao eonaand was located on tha former Anger- 
*t^*®**# tha oomar of tha fontar Tauentaienstrassa* 

18, lha woiwodAip police and I® (Saeuri^ Police) headquarters 
ware housed in a series of buildings on Muzealna Street, Mtoclaw. 

19, An aircraft angina factorx »«« located 10 to 15 kiloraetero north- 
west of Lesnica (not fCrthar identified) idiare it occtq)ied the 
site of a similar, prewar plant, There was a large airfield 
idiere jet planes were observed near the factory. 


20. A large explosives factory was situated in Bydgosscs, In 1956 
an explosion in the factory took the lives of 100 persons. 


21* Qeneral Suehow (fim). 


was the 

CGBrnancter of amorad troops In the Mroelmi area* 

1 



1 






22, Attached 


are sketches, with 


legends, of the layout of the officers school for armored 
and mechanised forces in Posnan (A), and the tank training 
field in Biedrusko (B)/ 



25X1 


25X1 


25X1 


Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/06/29 : CIA-RDP80T00246A043600010001-6 



Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/06/29 : CIA-RDP80T00246A04360001 0001-6 


-9- 


I Comments : 

1 . During 1957 tlie number of students in the school ^ especially 
in the tank officers' course^ was reduced* 

2 . On two successive nights in 1955 attackers opened fire :q>on 
the Cytadela guard. The assaulters were never identified, 
although reinforcements were called in from the nearby school. 
Consequently a path idiich connected the fortress with other 
fortifications was closed* 
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Legend to ^cetch A - Layout of the Officers* School of Armored and 
Mechanized Forces In Poznen» 


1. Main entrance^ with tvo-wlnged iron gate* 

2. Headquarters, a four^stoxy building about 30 meters long, which 
contained '^e following: 

a* Basenttit: guard rom and detention cells. 

b. First floor: school administration offices. 

c. Second floor: offices of the commander, staff officers, 
and school headquaarters. 

d. Third floor: comnonication offices and telephone exchange 
of the school. 

e. Fourth floor: storerooms for office equipment* 

3* Officers* club, a one-story building about 25 meters long, with 
a concert room and billiard ro<»i on the first floor and a library 
and reading room on the second* 

1:* Quest house for -visiting senior officers* It was a two-story 
building with 12 roans* 

5. A two-stoiy building about 25 meters long which housed the 
officers mess and an area used by the school orchestra* 

6* A three-stozy building, about 60 meters long, idiich accommodated 
the following: 

a* First floor: tank sergeants' quarters* 

b. Second floor: tank mechanlod and drivers quarters* 

c. Third floor: quarters for tank battalion soldiers. 

7 * Athletic field. 

8* A one-story building 300 meters long, idiich housed: the fire 
fighting station, showers, laundry, gymnasium, students' d^n^rlg 
hall, di n ing hall for the teaching staff, and a storeroom for 
tank parts* 
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9* Building . 300 meters long containing: stables, storerooms 
for fomltore and utensils, and another for oil, gas and coal. 

10. Firing range for anall arms mlth moving targets, with safety 
wall five meters hl^. 

11. A three-stoxy building, about 2 $ meters long, containing 12 
rocmis serving as living quarters for enlisted men of the staff. 

12. A three-story building with 12 rooms used for political lectures* 

13* UndergroTHid bunkers (dotted line indicates intez^onnecting 
passage way) , idilch were covered by a anall needlewood grove. 

lU* Ro<na of the guard officer and leave pass office, a two-story 
building* 

l5* A twD-stoiy building, about I4O meters long, containing a secret 
library, lecture hall for officers and map room on the first 
floor, and the training department of the school on the second 
floor* 

16* A three-story building about UO meters long, for lecture rooms 
of the technical departments. 

17. A three-story building, about 60 meters in length, which housed 
the following: 

a. First floor: lecture rooms for weapon training* 

b* Second floor: lecture rooms for elementaxy topogr^^ 
and chemical warfare instruction* 

e. l!hird floor: lecture rooms for communication training* 

18* A two-story building, about 25 meters long, with the office 
of the du^ officer in charge of tank maintenance and stores* 

19* Ifodergxound fuel stores* 

20* TWo gas stations, one for tanks and the second for other vehicles* 

21* Garage, 60 meters long, one-half for tanks and the other for 
automobiles* 
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22* Open shed nAwre 12 automobiles were parked (28 vehicles were 
parked outside)* 

23* Open shed with eig^t or ten gates, with a capacity for 30 tanks. 

2l(. Open shed for 12 to 15 heavy tanks and self-propelled gons, with 
six gates* There was an enqpty lot where tanks were parked in 
the open adjacent to the shed. 

25* A three-stoiy building, dx>ut 60 meters long serving as sergeants' 
quarters* 

26* A three-story hut, serving as TBIT lecture room* 

27* A two-story building, about 20 meters long, vdiich served as 
school hospital* 

28. A two-story building, about 5 meters long, a retail shop and 
barber ship for the soldiers* 

29* Wooden vtiiicle shed, about 1|0 meters long* 

30* School workshops, (carpenter's blacksmith's and electrician^) * 

31* Three-story buildings, about 30 meters long, quarters for 
married officers* 

32 * Hog pen* 

33* Kitchen garden of the school* 

3U* Boiler plant for the idiole school, a building about 5 meters 
l<»ig* 

35* Watch tower with telephone* 

36* Medical unit, which did not belong to the school establishment, 
and medical si^pliers' stores* 

37* Stores for the police and UB* 

36* Railroad loading ramp for tanks* 

39* Closed site with an esbankment thrae meters hl^, flanked by 
two watch towers with search lights, vdilch did not belong to 
the school; ihnctlon unknown* 
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ItO. Large concrete garage j 70 meters long, lAere UO to 50 aiiA>ulance8 
are parked* 

m* TWo-story building of the garrison guard platoon* ^ts persosanel 
were exchanged at intervals^ and came fTcmi various units in 
the area^ 

U2* The Cytadela Fortress^ idilch was surrounded by a high rampart 
and a 3-9ieter ditch with railings on each side* 

A* Sentry box. 

B* Ihiderground billets* 

C* Store for eaqoty atmonltion bcxxes* 

B* Store for artillery and small arms amnunitiony 1$ x 20 X 3l 
meters in dimension* 

£* Explosives abore* 

F* Path leading to other fortifications^ idilch was blocked 
beyond the Cytadela* The area still contained World War 
II mines in 19^* 

U3« thiderground ammunition depot of the KBW* 
lih* Military airfield: 

A* Administration and billets* area of air force units* 

B* Airfield with two or more runways* In 1956 mbont 10 
FIiES(X0fia-17 aircraft were parked tfases in the open* 

C* Hangars* 

h5* Training ground for tank driving* about four kilcmieters in the 
direction of the arrow* 

U6. Service building of the above* 

h7* Parade ground* 

1:6* Lake Rusalka* 
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Dagr and nl^t watch* The guard atands In a aentzy booc. 


Night guard only* 


Prowler' a beat (Aroai 8 p.n* to 6 a*m*) 
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Legend to Sketch B - Tank Training Ar»a at Biedrnsko * 

1, Bolechoeo railroad etatlon, idiere tanks used at the training 
area were unloaded and loaded* 

2. Concrete bridge* about 1|0 neters long* which was guarded by 
troops* %ere was a nllitary roadblock on the side facing 
the training area* 

3* Sanoaer canqp of Amored Brigade No« 16* which was closed in winter 
and guarded by 10 to 12 soldiers* 

U* Wooded area with garages and sheds for tanks and aut<^biles* 

Z This area contained quarters for married military personnel* 

5* Garrison officers* club* where a general Hired in the summer* 

6* Permanent garrison headcjuarters* 

7* Military offices (no details)* 

8* Garages for "katyushas"* idiere about 20 RLS pocket launcher|7 
were observed* Ihe areawas also used for training with this 
weapon* 

9* Wooded area with bunkers under military guard* Around the 
bunkers tlmrewas a tank drlTlng training area and an obstacle 
course* 

10* Cheek post on the road to the entrance of the training area 
(poligon) * 

11* Parking area for 60 to 70 IS (sic* JS) tanks and self>propelled 
guns* in addition to el^t to ten irecoilless (?) antiaircraft 
guns* Ihis equipment* which ws kept greased and covered with 
tarpaulins* b^onged to the Sixth Heavy Axvored and Antitank 
Brigade* 

12* Suamer camp for the Officers* School of Amored and Mechanized 
Forces in Poznan* 

13* Training area of the Armored Corps Officers* School in Poznan: 

A* Sheds for tanks* 

B* Sheds for vehicles* 
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C. Tank repair point* 

D. Fuel depot* 

£* Check post tdiere tanks were exmlned for serviceability 
prior to leaving for the training ares* 

Hi* Tank firing range* At the point narked with a dotted line 
( — - — ) tanks forded the river* 

15* Garage for tanks of an unknown brigade* 

16. Sunmer caiq> of an armored brigade from Opole (Oppeln)* 

17* Summer camp of an engineers' brigade fjron Klocko* 

18* (Ifolocated en sketch) i^raadnate site of the large firing 

range belonging to the training area idiere kaiynahas and other 
weapons Mre also tested. 

19* R^air shops for heavy and small arms* 

20* GarzrLson laundry and batiihouse* 
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